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else that was working there, it was -- you have to
realize the town of Southington was no where near
the size of what it is now, and most of the time

after working with the town so long, people being

“raised here, you practically knew everybody that

came in. If a stranger did come, you would ask
whefe he was coming from because that was the big
thing; they didn’t want the landfill to £fill up
guicker by stuff cominé from out of town; not what
the material was.

Was there any procedure whereby a person or a

company would have to SLgn&gdgggg,or SLgn in before

OF R

dumping their materials?

Was there ever such a procedure?

No. No.

Not even.up-untii tﬁé time the landfill closed?
‘No.

Are you familiar with a éompapy called Solvents

Recovery«onwLazy Lane in Southington, Connecticut?

Do you recall at any time when you were working at
the landfill from 1962 up untll its c1051ng that

materials were dumped by Solvents at that landflll°

' Materials were dumped. Let me tell you this. I
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want to bé very, very frank about this. I know why
I am hete. I don’t want to put myself into a
position to call anything.anything because I am not
a chemist. I don’t even know what went iﬁ there.
I, as a person, you could tell me cne thing and
tell me it was bad, I don’t know what was éood or
what was bad. All I knqw is whatever came in, we

it

1ng~areas”for metals*”for

had what they call sgg§£§

wood generakngarbage, and we had "@n area;: here,~1f

ot ot e e LS i e TR T s A
R RNESES P
o o --»u.,_m....,_._,«k

ouzwant ‘to~call™it Solvents or-whatever,

- Camejout

and “What it Twas TWe had a flagoon

bullt to dump in” that ‘and "several” ‘were . bullt for

B St o 2 | e

g ey

theSe trucKks’ “to.. "Come .in _.and_dump.j Now, at that

e L A AL SRR SR

time, Solvents“dld“ﬁbt havé “”truck of their own.

PRS-

i ek A Bibhcden 2

When you say "at that time," what year?

When I was there, Sclvents did not havé a truck of

their th. They hired people on‘énd it was trucked
in from them,§ﬁl §t1c*bags or barrers orzﬁgigever.

I don’t remember a truck saying "Solvents" on it.

Do you remember the name of the cBmpany that

SolventsTused to transport their materials?

No. Vaguely in my mind, I remember an olde

tHeM ¥and he had an old truck and it was like a

part-time job for him, and he used to be in there
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and dump; and T know only through the caretaker
that that’s where it was coming ffom.

When you say -- |

There was no writing on the side of the truck
saying a name or what. |

When you say Cheshire, what'are you referring to?
That’s where he lived, the fellow that had worked
for Solvents. -He was a guy from Cheshire; that’s
all. |

Is that the name of a street or a road?

The next town, Cheshire, that’s where he lived. I
never knew his name. He was an older guy that did
that part time.

How do you spell that town’s name?
C-h-e-s-h-i-r-e.

Do you remember a company called Mast

Con S;t,;EHQTf@;;_i;Q,!IEiCQm pany?

Maétrianni, right. | i

Did you ever see then dump ahy materiais at the
land£fill? /

I am sure they did,'but you know why I say that,

because they dId WOTKIthereon—a part-time.basis

"also,“but to say that I definitely remember them

cdming in with their trucks and their kids ran the

operation, not really, because I think he had like
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“FadUmping spot TEfrhisTOWn that he used to“take.

Was there a parfiéﬁlﬁf?gﬁbtgat the landfill where

O e

material from Solvents Recovery!would be placed in

el 22 St A

the landfill?

Yes, "along with many other companies, also, and

people,:ggp,ﬁthatahad anythlng like -that.
‘When a company would come into the dump, would they

be allowed to br?ggiﬁﬁgzgftia%ks all the way up to

thggggll?

Yes,~rlght“1t was’” ‘separate. What it was, it was a

EENEIERES sy

;lagoon.':It was -8 blgpfglent hole Tdug andntheyckept'

. b

throwzng”itmin Some of the stuff was like very

T e A S i

llquldy and jelly“llke matter. Whatever you would

S sttt

dump; it would slide down and slope to the bottom
and build. It wasn’t as though a pile would be
left here. It would creep right down.

Who woukg _ Would it be the

Iaﬁ&?;l Zpeople?
Would you know in advance when a company would be
bringing their materials into the landfill?

This hole was. made. This hole I would say at that

P L O
-.,, oo o T, A

time was maybe 50 afeets w1deﬂand mayﬁé?ioomfeet long

and 1Q7%12° feet ----- deep “and.that would last for quite

a while. I remeﬁﬁer’twow1n all the time that we

SR et
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actually-ﬁit water.

How far down would you go before you hit water?
Depended whefe you dug. -if you dug at the north
end, I would say 5 feet maybe, 6 feet, you would be

in water. If you dug at the south end, the further

‘point of the south end, you could be as deep as I

would say 12, 15 feet and then you would hit water.
Did those water conditions which you have just
described ever change during the course of 1962
through 196772

What do you mean now by change? The conditions?
Were there tiﬁes during that five-year period when

the water levels which you have described 5 to 6

~feet or 12 to 15 feet would drop?

Not -- no. No. _Basicélly it would stay about the
same level.

How far in relation to BlackvPondAwas the cell or

‘cells that were used by Solvents Recovery to

dispose of their waste?

If I could explain to you, the one cell was like =---

say the Quonset hut was close to the entrance gate,

the roadway went to the front. The Quonset hut ran -

north and south and when you came into the gate,   
you were heading'éast, so you could have turned ...

either north or south of the landfill and went and
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dumped. - The scuth end of the dump was basically,
like I say, hdﬁe garbage and refuse, whatever, from
whatever they had at that time. And the north end
was primarily brush, trees, home demolition, stuff
like that, we Qouid crush that up and cover it.
Then there was another spot where, like I say,
heavy metals was separated, which was above the

greund because if you got a pile big enocugh, you

would haul that out of there. The tires were gone

through and separated and once the tire éuys that
did come in there and checked the tires out -- it
could have been anybod? because they wanted tires
out of there; it didn’t make any difference who
came and took them =-- then you would have to bury
them. fou make a cell and try to bury them off in
one celi because no matter where you put them with
the ga;bage, it would always work its way up to
the top. We would try to bury that and work from
that point above, in our lerr first cell, we would

put that at the bottom and work our way up.

The tires always floated to the top?

They kept moving. The best thing to do was put the

most that you can in a cell and cover it and g@;f :

over the top of it with garbage because that woﬁld &

hold them down.

BRANDON REPORTING SERVICE
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The cell that Solvents used, WOuld'you séy it was

at the south part of the landfill?

Getting back to that, thg.cell that . SolVeRtSFuEad)

R e B Sy

ey T ———— S TR R T e R T e
was;séqsest~tggthe;road:@ngr;t;gsﬁred¢xheﬁ@a;nﬁsa§e

o it SAEY

entrance. That.was.thecufirst-cell -thatstheyihad.
That'’s thé one I say was maybe 50 feet by 150 long.
It ran north.and south. The narrow part was east
and west. It lasted quite a while. Like I say, it
was there. It lasted a iong timeﬂ 5£Eﬁﬁgﬁﬁgg§er.

Py

=Why I say that is because

covered until the "8éhnd..

L eme i e Lol S

the hole was so deep, -when they did dump, it
flowiout. A lot of stuff was in plastic bags and
barrels at the time or whatever, and whatever was
dumped in there would slide and reach its own level

all the time so that there was a barriér around it,

. . .. Tg@:m”m’ VerelealTantas v
. SO as it built up, Itiwoul ﬂ%mgggggkgpugﬁin$g$£he
% R e e e et T L .
sroady ' actudllvyzall.the time.

Wogld You be able to see th%gﬁgg%hgﬁhat they
disposed of from the road if y?fipassed the

landfill? : 5%/

Oh, Yes, Yes, because the fence was there‘and we

were probably witHiRTI0 Feor B the Foner Tt we
had dug it. '

Was there a barrier itself around the hole that was
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dug to’accepa the Solvents waste?

No; not really. It was -- what it was, the excess
fill had been dumped around there. It was a little
bit higher at different peints, and all we did is
steal from it to make the road better for them to
back up at that.point and keep throwing it in the
same place,.

When this"matarial came in,‘did it ever c;me in in
a tank car where they wbald open up a valva“and.
dispose of it, the material from Solvents?

Not-that I know of. I don’t remember that. It=mwas

Lways=open~ bed—trucks llnedgan;plasxl 2bags. . and i}

,,,,,

‘suﬂ&:‘ 5 &e‘i,;g h w Sdachd

barrels._ Not a tanker truck, no. Not in them

Were thase plastic bags tied up?
Yes.
Was the material that was in the Plastic bags

liquid or a combination of liguid and solvent?

._:..Nym o b i*:;':mmw R e
trqugadump”“dmyou?ﬁ aldEs eHSonas llquld

-how to explain it. Likeﬁampﬁtty,_a heavy putty, a

and 1tchad?”§Very”strong,w¥rk”@amracquerwsmellhto'
itﬁ%ﬁﬁ?@ﬁfype of odor came out of it.

Like a paint Smell or thinner smell?

BRANDON REPORTING SERVICE



10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

A

~Like .a -lacquer. I don’t know if you are familiar
with a lacquer smell but that type.

Would the material be disposed of by placing the
Plastic bag in the cell or would the bag be opened?
Whatever it came in, it cane out, it was dumped in
‘there. The cell wasn’t like lined or specially
made. All it was was a big hole dug and whatever
wés dumped in there was dumped in there.

ﬁas it éumped from the béck end of the truck?

Yes, and the people that cazme in there with

bgfféIEZiﬁHI?iaﬁélly. There_ was _smaller

factofies, they had their own little maintenance

o

truck-that7came "ifi théFe, and they-woild have six

or.eight—barrels thé guy would .back up and dump it
SHTT |

Were thesé‘b;ﬁfﬁls 55-gallon drums?

.Arr*gffes; The majority of them were; I would say.

If a truck-brought them in with a couple of guys,

they would have 1like 50-gallon drums. Scfetimes

P gy

tHE trucks were small, they would Rave 3053llon

druns. Some;imesffﬁéTffﬁEkTWGUId?takenback#barrels

e

because™EVErything was in som thing so €HEy-would

take "the"same barrels back: —They wouldn’t throw it
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away.
Did you evervtomplain to anyone about the smell

that came from that cell where the materials such

7

as the Sclvents material was disposed of?

Odor= w1se’ i-was there, like I say, all them

v D

Years, and even the cther fellow, and when any

materlal “was dumped 1n there be‘leve e, it .wasn’t

T P S UNIPIE E e

a contlnuous odor that ‘it got stronger and. .heavier,

e e e B B

whateyer, because"it;yae;gpened. The vapors went
off. Yourdidn’t smellTit that Strong at -notime.

It v was only at the tlme 1t -was disposed_of .there

I

~-wouldTbé a strong smell?

You*know ‘when you got the strong smell’ ~Had you

covered thehgell and then :went back to it after,

e i L e At

then*Yod”Would'reaiiymget+a*bla§t“of'it. What it

-

did- -Is "itTbdilt “up fumes undern_ th. When they

it RV SRS

were released, You”ﬁR?C;§f95£?YT39ti9édfit' At the

time when”it”wasfében;*youfdldnKt*getianythihqtthat

would ‘be“harmful because we “had’ fellows “that ‘Were

péins*iﬁaff§ aft@r, If*thg?jﬁi@g:tﬁﬁdﬁéﬁﬁﬁaté“_m;a;

Did you ever receive any complaints from any
neighbors about the landfill operations in general?
In general?

From 1962 to 1967.

BRANDON REPORTING SERVICE

¥e]




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

40

Yes, oné area which was the metal/wobd area which
was east of the léndfill, people complained because
at one time when the Towﬁ'was looking to expand the
landfill, it would be encroaching on their property
and that is the only time there was any complaints
-about the landfill. Other than that, nevef, there
was never any. They thoﬁght it was one of the
greatest things going, there was no more burning,
noc more sﬁqke. The peoplé were satisfied. APeople
lived in the back of the dump. When you were done

in a day, everything was covered. You would drive

. by and you would never know it was a landfill.

The cell tﬁat accepted wastes such as_Solvents
waste was open? |

Yes. |

Did that cell ever overflow from rain or anything

like that?

-Did it overflow from rain? The one -- the first

one on top of the hill never did. The one that was
dug in back of the Quonset hut, which was the
longer and deeper one, which had a water level of 5

feet to begin with, at times it did.

e
’

Where would that overfl6W¥gS6; in what direction

would it go to?
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‘The Blaék Pond?

Yes.

Was this because of the natural contour of the

landfill?

Yes, exactly the way the land was.

Was that ever brought to anyone’s attention?

No, because, like I say, it wasn’t a big, heavy
matter tha£ come washing 6ff. if you took water
and mixed oil Wifh wéter‘fight now, and you.know
you would see the difference the way it céme ocut,
it didn’t grab any big bulk that you have to be
driving through any heévy, greasy stuff. It was
light mattefz »After the sun comé out and it dried
§ut, it:was gone, that was it.

That was a reference to the second cell that was

" built to accept materials such as Solvents

material?

Yes.

Did you ever =--

When you say Solvents‘mate;ial; it wasn't just
Solvents material. I am talking ;- let’s se
realistic. Theré were many othef éompanies that

came in there and dumped.

I understand. Besides Solvents Recovery using the -

landfill and using that particular cell or cells,

BRANDON REPORTING SERVICE



s 1 there were other companies that weré}disposing of
2 waste?

3 A Many.

4 Q 1 I am just referring now to the cells rhat Solvents

5 was using along with the other companies;

6 A Okay.

7 Q The ovérflow was on the second cell that they used.

gl a Right. .

9 Q Did they ever use any third cell or was the-

10 gperation ciosed?

11 A It was closed by then. We are talking back, it

'12 . wasn’t that big at the time.

13 Q The first cell that accepted materials from

14 ' companies such as Solvents Recovery, did there come
15 a time when that cell was closed by you and other
16 . operators?

17| A Only because it was filled up and that we moved and

{8 : they covered over the ;op-of it because we moved

19 the area and it was.encroaching on the same:area
20 . that the garbage was belng brought in on, and cells
21 . were creeplng out to the roadway and then you would
22 make another layer and go out. 1If the thlng is

23 down there, it’s down there, like-right now it

24| FWOuld be kind of harg to say, but I would say.tﬂat

,; 25 - cell is covered now by 6 feet of garbage and
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Yog are Saying_from Solvents like a big truck

coming in? | |

Yes. |

No. Or éven the people that tﬁey had hired

bringing in?

Yes.

No, not that I’m aware of;

At tﬁe time, going back to the old landfill again

and specifically referriné to the two cells that

you have.marked on.Exhibit 3, were there times when

you would notice that the material that was bging

disposed of in thaée cells would ever bubble up?
MS. MARTIN: | Objection as to the form

of the question. There is no foundétion as to any

bubbiiné; It’s a leading question.

({Nodding negativély).

(By Mr. Calcgero) Did you ever have an

cpportunity to go and look at the material‘that was

being disposed of in those cells --

And standsbysth

A s 4 2 ThE
et S TR R e -1«,-::?4"'-- k3

Right, after it was being disposed of.

<Yes. _
Would that material BYégkioutZofithosSezbags?

Pty

- YEéSL ‘They'were:putvih'a 55=zgalion=~drum. = Some=EWsSTE

brokef®. Some stayedASOlid. It wasn’t totélly
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YesES

No, because it went -- only up to iast year or the
year before it Qas on a neighborhood baéis'that
they had some meetings and the people felt as
though they Were‘directly involved with the bad
water, contamigétion or whatever, and it was just
apparently to them that they brought -- they
brought a'state representative in. That’s the only
thing I know of. I don’t remember them having a

meeting.

I have no further gquestions.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. NOLAN

(By Mr. Nolan) Mr. Fiondella, my name is Jerry
Nolan. We represent a Defendant in this matter. I
have a couple of questions for you. You said

earlier that Pratt & Whitney also dumped or

disposed of some waste at the old landfill during

the entire time it was open; is that correct?

Do you.remember what years Sﬁlvents or between what
years Solvents disposed of waste ﬁhere?

Between whdt yeérs?

If you could approximate wha% years Solvents

disposed of waste there as well.
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Liké I say, as far as Sclvents goes, Solvents never
came in with é-truck that said "Solvents." It was
people that were hired by-them'that'brought the
stuff down. If you'were aware and knew who the
perscon was, fiﬁe. At that time, it wasn’t our job
to walk up to somebody and say, "Hey, what are you
dumping? Where is it cbming from?" If aﬁybody'
told you that, they afe full of baloney. That’s

the way it went. 1If it was a slowdown, you went

over there and out of curiosity if the guy had a

‘problem, he got something caught in his tailgate,

you went over there and helped the guy out. If he

got stuck, you went over there.

ever ?’HT?g»waswgettungwsplashedmaround"a l§< &

AT Prr e

Solvents didn’t use their own trucks to dump the
waste as you already stated; correct?

Yes.

Because of the way in which they used other
contractors, you are not exactly sure when they
started to bring materials_tb the landfill; is that
correct?

Let me put it this way: -Except for the two that
they did have coming there, there was hdbody else

coming in there because the other factories that

- BRANDON REPORTING SERVICE
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did come there, you knew them. Like if it was a
gas station bringing some stuff that was in a
barrel, cleaning solution, or a guy that had a dry
cleaners or any of the other bPlaces, you knew then.
There was a name on the side of the vehicle. You

knew who they were and after a while you knew that

the trucks that did come in there, whether it be

Mastrlannl or”thls fellow from Cheshlre,‘whlch I

L S e e I b 00 T

truck, and theywwereétheeonlywtwo~l can . remember

thatzicame” from Solvents Solvents didn’t come in

e e g

on a daily basis or as often as we will say-like

e it O

Pratt & Whitney. Pratt & Whltney ‘had’ ac ‘schedule-of

et F e A < AR AT 0 o

comingTin“there.

e

Pratt =&’ Whltney would come and dlspose of thelr
waste more regularly than Solvents‘>

More regularly because they had more to dispose of
as far as even skids and other materials. They
came in there maybe tw1cé”§m§§y, sqgggiﬁggﬁthree
times a day. |

Would you be able to approkrﬁate for me if Pratt:&
Whitney disposed five times as much materlal as
Solvents disposed of? |

As far as material overall?

Yes.
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Yes, definitely.

How abcut concérning the type of liguid waste that
you discussed in your earlier testimony, do you
know how much more of that Pratt & Whitney disposed
of? |

It’s hard to say because the truck that Pratt &
Whitney came in in the beginning, like they used a
different truck, it was about the same size, maybe
they wouid come in é couple, three times a week,
where the other guy, maybe like from Soivents, if
they used we will say Mgstrianni one time cr the

other guy another time, there would be like a long

pericd of time before they would be in. Maybe once

,_-,/- -

NESURRSRTS Ccopuith

a month, once every six weeks. Most of =it~ “that“did

e L o A T T T T Y ra et i oot 2

come “in would ‘be-like ‘from Pratt & Whitney. They

had bAFFels with plastic dined and“zippeéd things on

the top and the guy’ “would Ethrow it “off. uUntil they

wengﬁggggzggg;pigggpétruck, they would crush it in
there, bring iﬁ down and dump it out of the packer,
which it was then like they were céming in on a
less basis, they wouldn’t bé there as many days
with that stuff. Maybe they would go twovweeks and
collect it all at one time and bring it and throw
it in. Volume-wise, it would bke a load.

To the best of your recollection, a contractor on

BRANDON REPORTING -SERVICE
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behalf of Solvents was depositing liquid waste
there once every four weeks, once every six weeks?
There was no schedule if that’s what you mean. Not

like Pratt & Whitney. Pratt & Whitney I could

almost time and say, "Hey, Pratt & Whitney is

coming today with skids. vThey are coming in this

afternoon with this, that," because You get to know
the drivers. At the time, they had a schedule that
they weré.on and that’s what they did all the time.
Once the dump became a landfill in 1962, what

pertion of the landfill did Pratt”&»Whltney deposit

their liquid waste as you earlier described?
In-the fagoon%& Sometimes they would throw skids in

and it would be like a mixed load.

Is it féir to say Pratt & Whitney disposed of their__

waste material, including the liquid material, in

the same”cellsssplyents used?

ngngimes. It would be a mixed load. T1If it was a
FEE R ,

mlxedwload,vltmwentjtowthe back _north end corner

where the wood and other debris was, like sklds.
they used to get rid 6f. When I would éo-fq push
over the load and it would be like a barrel or:'
something, you would hit it and it would go flylng
and stuff would be squirting out of it.

Do you remember the names of any of the other

(]
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landfill?

Yes.

You testified befdre that there were two
contractors Fba;.transported Solvents waste to the
landfill, Mastrianni Brothers and‘this unidentified
gentleman frém Cheshire?

Yes. I don’t know who that is. At different

~times, whque; I imagine at Solvents was able to

get ahold of. I think the guy from Cheshire was

.Ccheaper. He would be there more often than

Mastrianni ever was.

Were those the only t&o contractors that

transported? |

That I'was aware.

Do you ghow when they began transporting Solvents’

waste to the landfill?

only when I was there, like after we started when

we got ouf machine aﬁd we were actually working

there, I would say after '63-- ‘62._and ‘63 that we

were working there on a fulL-fime~basis. |

Frdm tﬁe time that.yqu were working at fhe iandfill
p

until it closed, dld the trips of brlnglng

Solvents’ waste to the landfill by elther one of

the contractors increase or decrease?

It stayed about the same.
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Can you recall if the Solvents waste was

transported to the landfill right up until it

S SN -’:’MM&TJM

i

{:am sure tney all did.

Thank you. I have no further questions.

CROSS_EXAMINATION BY MS. MARTIN

(By Ms. Martin) Just a eouple of questions to make
some clarifications. My name is Nancy Martiﬁ and I
represent Solyents.

You have indicated just previously that the |
cells where waste from Solvents was deposited
Solvents had nothing to do with the digging of
those cells?

No. It was the Town’s idea. It was already a

style of creating a landfill and that’s the way the

systems were. This was taught to You by the State
and they had their reasons for doing all these
things.' |

Many other companies or industries from the area>
deposited their waste in the same cells where
Solvents did; is that coifeet?

Right. |

Solvents, by depositing theirgwastes in these cells
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were deposit%pg their waste exactly whére they were
Supposed to be depositing it; correct?

Correct, because when fhey came in, they came in
with a truck, either loose bags,_plastic bags,
heavier plastic bags that were put in the truck,
the guy usually.had a liner_against the tailgate of
the truck and if he wanted to dump them, he would
back up ;pvt@e hole and dump that in there. Other
times, it was brought in; like in barrels which was
hand-dumped out of the barrel and then thé barrels
were brought back to be refilled.v

Solvents was not the only company or industry in

- the area that deposited liquid wastes in these two

cells?
No.
In fact,’they were not the only company who

deposited liquid waste in these cells that had a

- lacgquer or-paint type odor:; is that correct?

Right. They had only a portion of it.

That’s all the questions I have. 'Thank you.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. CALOGERO
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some of it towards the pond with an open trench.
That’s what they have now. Even right now, it
doesn’t relieve all the way. When it rains, the

road floods down in that area. It’s all blocked

‘up. It doesn’t leave too quick.

The person who diéposed of the Solvents waste who

you said was from the neighboring town of Cheshiré,

landfill?

What the hell was the name of it? Yes. asxa

ggﬁwas:jgé§outhin§§§f”"”pen it

moVed T o Chéshire. He worked for them, too.

Did that company dispose of their waste in the same
cells as Solvents did?
No. Theirs were more of plastic, Styrofoam typé:

“Irath was

plastic and other plastic. The .only+=~ones==

T

a_plastic re;gteﬁ“¥%ggéfﬁﬁiiﬁarsdﬁéﬁﬁ%%éﬁ%é§*the

-fagtories.

e e e

When the individual.from Cheshire came -
It was all loose.

-- with a load that was going into Cells 1 and ‘2.

that you have marked on Exhibit 3, that was a load .

that came from'Solvents?

 Yes.

The material that came from Solvents had a lacquer
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